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COUNCILMEMBER LOREN TAYLOR STANDS WITH BLACK
BUSINESS OWNERS AGAINST CONTINUED CONTRACTING
DISPARITIES IN THE CITY OF OAKLAND

Oakland, CA — Councilmember Loren Taylor stands in
solidarity with black contractors, who are calling out the
Department of Transportation (OakDOT) for its attempt to
waive the City's local and small business requirements. Last
year, following the release of the 2017 Race and Gender
Disparity Study, Councilmember Taylor championed an
ordinance and resolution amending language in the City's
Code to establish an even playing field in Oakland’s
contracting space. Since adoption of Taylor's legislation, a
codlition of department leaders and business stakeholders
meet bi-weekly to deliver against the mandates of his policy.
Some of their successes include the following:

e Revising the Local and Small Local Business Enterprise
Program (L/SLBE) to incorporate a significant number
of recommendations from the Race and Gender
Disparity Study

e Dedicating $1M to contractor development programs
that ensure diverse local businesses are prepared to
competitively respond to City of Oakland
opportunities

e Conducting diverse supplier workshops to assist
diverse contractors with City contracting processes &
systems

e Simplifying Oakland’s vendor management software,
iSupplier, to make contracting opportunities more
accessible

When reflecting on OakDOT's proposal, Councilmember
Taylor noted, “If we were to approve this waiver without
pushing for higher levels of participation from our local,
small, and diverse contractors, it would undermine the work
that we have been doing for over the past year. That is why |
proudly stand with the community members calling for us to
have a more concerted effort to seek out diverse
contractors and will not support the requested waivers.”

HHH


mailto:kgums@oaklandca.gov
tel:(510)%20930-8019
https://oakland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=5371843&GUID=301C2E40-328D-4CD2-BAE8-DC677D0B5EED&Options=&Search=
https://oaklandside.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/disparitystudy.pdf
https://oaklandside.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/disparitystudy.pdf
https://oakland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4687703&GUID=801D3210-5843-4408-9046-511339A501CF&Options=ID|Text|&Search=Taylor
https://oakland.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4687702&GUID=9F47A5B7-DB4F-45B2-B9BE-354AE854F117&Options=ID|Text|&Search=Taylor
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/certification-recertification-for-small-and-local-businesses
https://www.oaklandca.gov/topics/certification-recertification-for-small-and-local-businesses
https://www.oaklandca.gov/services/register-with-isupplier




