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Newspaper Notices 



 

 
 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE and PUBLIC MEETING 
 

The City of Oakland is currently reviewing and evaluating a proposed 
development plan for the area along the Oakland estuary submitted by 
Oakland Harbor Partners, LLC. The plan’s vision for the waterfront area 
includes high density mixed-use residential units and commercial space with 
two renovated marinas and public open space areas. 
 
Please join us at one of the upcoming public meetings to: 

• Learn about the proposed plan 
• Review community issues discussed in recent small group meetings 
• Provide your comments on the proposed plan 
• Find out about the project development schedule and future 

opportunities for public involvement  
 

We want to hear what you think about this proposed plan. 
 

Wednesday, March 30, 2005*  (5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.) 
Informational Open House 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Jack London Aquatic Center 
115 Embarcadero West, Oakland, CA 

or 

Saturday, April 9, 2005*  (9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.) 
Informational Open House 9:00 –10:00 a.m. 

Oakland Asian Cultural Center 
Edward W. Chin Auditorium 

388 Ninth Street, Oakland, CA 
*Both meetings will present the same information 

 

For more information: 
• Margaret Stanzione, City of Oakland at (510) 238-4932 
• Hanna Doerr, CirclePoint at (415) 227-1100 ext. 11 
• Hearing Impaired/TDD at (510) 238-3254 

 
To request printed materials in alternative formats (Spanish, Chinese or 
Vietnamese), an ASL interpreter, or other accommodations, please contact 
us at least one week before the meeting. Meetings are wheelchair 
accessible. 
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Community Participation Process  Page 1 
Oak to Ninth Mixed Use Project 

 

 
 

250   FRANK   H.  OGAWA   PLAZA,   SUITE   3315       •     OAKLAND,   CALIFORNIA   94612-2032 
 

Community and Economic Development Agency                                                         (510) 238-3941 
Planning & Zoning Division                                                                    FAX 510) 238-6538 

  TDD (510) 839-6451 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
The City of Oakland has scheduled two public meetings to review and discuss the Oak-to-Ninth 
Waterfront proposed development plan. 
 
The City is currently reviewing and evaluating a proposed development plan for the area along the 
Oakland estuary submitted by Oakland Harbor Partners, LLC. The plan’s vision for the waterfront area 
includes high density mixed-use residential and commercial units with two renovated marinas and 
public open space areas. Community members are encouraged to attend and provide input on this 
proposed plan. 
 
At the meetings, community members will: 

•  Learn about the proposed plan 
•  Review community issues discussed in recent small group meetings 
•  Provide comments on the proposed plan 
•  Find out about the project development schedule and future opportunities for public 

involvement 
 

Wednesday, March 30, 2005* 
5:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. 

Informational Open House 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
Jack London Aquatic Center 

115 Embarcadero West 
Oakland, CA 

Saturday, April 9, 2005* 
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Informational Open House 9:00 –10:00 a.m. 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center 
Edward W. Chin Auditorium 

388 Ninth Street 
Oakland, CA 

*Both meetings will present the same information 
 
For more information: 
Contact Margaret Stanzione with the City of Oakland at (510) 238-4932 or Hanna Doerr with 
CirclePoint at (415) 227-1100 ext. 11. Hearing Impaired/TDD at (510) 238-3254. 
To request printed materials in alternative formats (Spanish, Chinese or Vietnamese), an ASL 
interpreter, or other accommodations, please contact us at least one week before the meeting. These 
meetings are wheelchair accessible. 
 

CITY OF OAKLAND  



Agenda and Open House Exhibit Stations 



 

Thank you for your participation. 

 

 

Informational Open House and Public Meeting 
March 30, 2005 - 5:30 – 9:30 p.m. 

April 9, 2005 – 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
5:30 – 6:30  Informational Open House 
 
 
6:30 – 7:00  Presentation 

• Introductions/Meeting Purpose 
• Key Issues Raised to Date 
• Overview of Proposed Project 
• Project Development Process 

 
 
7:00 – 8:15  Community Input: Small Group Break-outs 

• What issues about the Plan are important to you? 
Why? 

• What specific changes to the Plan would you 
recommend? 

 
 
8:30 – 9:00  Report from Each Small Group 

• Identify common themes 
• General Comments 

 
 
9:00 – 9:15  Wrap-up and Closing 
 
 
 
 

(See reverse side)



 

For more information please contact Margaret Stanzione with the City of Oakland’s Community 
and Economic Development Department at (510) 238-4932 or Mstanzione@oaklandnet.com 

 
 
 

EXHIBIT STATIONS 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to the informational open house and public 
meeting. Please sign-in and collect the meeting handouts. 

Station 1: Welcome & Sign In 

Learn about the location, history, and purpose of the project. 

Station 2: Project Background 

Learn about specific features of the proposed Oak to 9th 
Redevelopment Plan: 
• Site Plan     • Public Open Space 
• Streetscape & Traffic Circulation  • Aesthetics 
• Bike & Pedestrian Improvements • Project Model 

Station 3: Key Features of the Proposed Plan 

Learn about what will be studied during the environmental 
review process. 

Station 4: Environmental & Technical Analysis 

Station 5: Public Involvement & Project Schedule 

Learn about the public involvement process to date. Find out 
about other opportunities to give your input and see the 
project schedule for 2005. 

What happens 
next? 

Specific Project 
Information 

General Project 
Information/Back

ground 

mailto:Mstanzione@oaklandnet.com


Open House Exhibit Boards 
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PUBLIC MEETING 
March 30, 2005 

5:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
Jack London Aquatic Center



 

PUBLIC MEETING 
April 9, 2005 

9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center 



Frequently Asked Questions 



Oak Street to Ninth Avenue Waterfront Project 1  

 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 March 30, 2005 

 
 
 
Below are responses to “frequently asked questions” that we anticipate being asked about the 
public participation process for the proposed Oak to Ninth Mixed Use Development Plan. 
 
1. What is planned for the public outreach process?  When are activities expected to occur? 
 
The public outreach process includes opportunities for the public to provide input on the 
Proposed Oak to Ninth Development Plan.  This process could include trade-offs and potentially 
difficult choices for the City’s decision-makers.  A goal of the public outreach process is to 
inform the public about these trade-offs so there is broad community understanding regarding 
redevelopment of the site.  In June 2004, three public scoping meetings were held to provide 
input for the environmental review process.  In February 2005 the City commissioned several 
small group interviews to hear comments on the proposed Plan from a wide variety of Oakland 
community leaders. A summary of all comments received during the small group interviews and 
today’s public meeting will be prepared after these meetings conclude. This summary will be 
provided to the City, the Port of Oakland, Oakland Harbor Partners, and the EIR consultant team 
and will be available to the public. Other opportunities for public comment will be provided as 
the project progresses. 
 
2. How can I get my input included in the discussions? 
 
Send us your comments or attend a public meeting.  Written comments can be mailed to: City of 
Oakland, CEDA – Planning & Zoning Division, Attn: Margaret Stanzione, 250 Frank Ogawa 
Plaza, Suite 3315, Oakland, CA 94612.  Or, send your comments by email to 
mstanzione@oaklandnet.com.  Also, contact the City to make sure you are on the project mailing 
list so you will be notified of upcoming public meetings concerning the project.  Notices for 
hearings before the Planning Commission and the City Council are mailed to everyone on the 
mailing list.  Notices of upcoming meetings are also listed on the City’s website at 
http://www.oaklandnet.com/government/ceda/revised/planningzoning/MajorProjectsSection/oaktoninth.html 
 
3. How is this outreach effort related to the EIR process? 
 
While these community participation activities (small group interviews and a community 
meeting) are not a part of the formal environmental review or development process, summary 
reports from all public meetings will be available to the public, to the City, Port, developer and 
EIR consultant team for their review and consideration. 

 

mailto:mstanzione@oaklandnet.com
http://www.oaklandnet.com/government/ceda/revised/planningzoning/MajorProjectsSection/oaktoninth.html


Oak Street to Ninth Avenue Waterfront Project 2  

4. Why is the proposed plan different from what was outlined in the City’s Estuary Policy 
Plan? 

 
The Estuary Policy Plan (EPP) was a general concept plan that helped the City and the Port look 
at the redevelopment of former heavy industrial land into recreational and mixed use land uses.  
With further consideration of economic market conditions and site constraints, the proposed Oak 
to Ninth Mixed Use Development Plan has been submitted to the City for review and 
consideration.  Oakland Harbor Partners is proposing a Plan that expands the allowable land 
uses, such as residential, and extends the vitality of Oakland’s neighborhoods and downtown 
along the waterfront.  Their Plan includes open space, trails, public gathering places and 
commercial uses, as described in the EPP, along with more extensive residential development 
than is currently allowed due to State Lands Commission restrictions.  It is the City’s challenge 
to work with all parties in further refining the Plan so that it meets the objectives of the EPP 
while still being economically viable, and balances the needs for environmental clean up, 
provides recreational facilities adjacent to the Estuary, and addresses the strong housing demand 
in the Bay Area. 
 
5. How can we be sure that community needs are addressed as part of the project design? 
 
Be involved and stay involved.  All public comments (written and verbal) from the upcoming 
public meetings will be documented and provided to the public and City decision-makers 
throughout the review process.  In addition to the large public meetings conducted by CirclePoint 
in March and April, there will be Planning Commission and City Council meetings that you can 
attend later in the year.  All public meetings will be publicly noticed and listed on the City’s 
website. 
 
6. When will the City make a decision about the final project? 
 
Several major steps need to take place prior to a final decision on the project.  After the 
stakeholder interviews and the large public meetings are conducted by CirclePoint, the Draft 
Environmental Impact Report will be released for public comment in the spring or summer of 
this year.  Responses to comments will then be prepared and the Final Environmental Impact 
Report will be published.  The project will then be considered by the Design Review Committee, 
the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, the Planning Commission and the City Council.  
The Planning Commission will review the Final Environmental Impact Report and the proposed 
project and make a recommendation to the City Council in the Fall.  The City Council will then 
certify the Final Environmental Impact Report and make a decision about the project by the end 
of year 2005.  Only after these steps can the City and Oakland Harbor Partners enter into a 
development agreement.  In addition, there may be other approvals required by regional State 
and Federal agencies regarding soil contamination, water quality, and proposed activity along the 
shoreline. 
 
7. Who will make the final decision on the proposed plan? 
 
The City Council will make the final decision on the proposed plan.  The project sponsors will 
also be required to receive approval from other agencies on the project, as described in item #6 
above.  
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The proposed master plan includes 13 parcels with 

a total of 3,100 residences.  With a mixture of for sale 

homes and rental apartments.

The retail portion of the proposed project will be up 

to 200,000 square feet and is intended to support the 

new residential neighborhood as well as enhance the 

experience of visitors from the surrounding region.  

Located on the ground floor of residential buildings, 

retail space will be designed to accommodate small 

shops, galleries, restaurants, and specialty grocers. 

The retail will generally be located in two areas: 

1) along the central entry street (Main Street-6th 

Avenue) located adjacent to the Village Green and 

Quay; and 2) along either side of the Clinton Basin.  

Retail uses located along Main Street-6th Avenue 

will be larger in size and consist of specialty grocery, 

galleries, and small shops.  Retail uses along either 

side of Clinton Basin will be smaller in size and 

consist of small shops and restaurants.  Parking for 

the retail uses will be in the parking garages of the 

buildings they occupy and on adjacent streets.

Oak to 9th’s approximately 27 acres of public open 

space will provide a series of interconnected public 

access and open areas from Estuary Park to 10th 

Avenue. The proposed open space plan includes a 

continuous system of public trails along the Site’s 

waterfront, adding a crucial connection for the 

Bay Trail system, which proposes trails along the 

entirety of Oakland’s waterfront. In addition, the plan 

contemplates larger open spaces that will serve as 

venues for active and passive recreational activities 

and boat access. The open space plan incorporates 

existing plans for a new wetland at the mouth of 

Clinton Basin, an improved Clinton Basin inner harbor 

defined by a broad seawall promenade, and a village 

green at the foot of Clinton Basin as a gathering place 

and window to the estuary.  The open space areas 

are divided into four major areas: the 9th Avenue 

Terminal-Shoreline Park, Clinton Basin, Channel Park 

and Estuary Park.

Access to the water is an integral component of the 

Oak to 9th District proposal. As a protected water 

space, the Estuary in general and the Oak to 9th area 

in particular is one of the most attractive sites within 

the Bay Region for water-oriented sports, particularly 

boating. Sailing has an established presence on the 

estuary, which has become the largest single focus 

of recreational boating in the Bay Area. There is a 

long-established tradition of rowing, canoeing and 

kayaking, all of which are well suited to the calm, 

smooth waters of the area.

There are two existing marinas located within the 

project area.  One marina is located within Clinton 

Basin and is owned by the Port of Oakland.  The

other marina, which is located at the end of 5th 

Avenue, is owned by the Port and currently leased 

to a private party.  The proposed project includes 

rebuilding the marina in Clinton Basin and adding 

a new marina replacing the 5th Avenue marina that 

would contain approximately 175 slips.  There will 

be a mix of short-term, transient and long-term slip 

space available.  The marinas are intended to activate 

the waterfront and enhance the experience of the 

public visiting the site.

A N  O V E R V I E W



Building living environments of enduring value in 

the San Francisco Bay Area has been a hallmark of 

Signature Properties since its founding in 1983.  The 

family owned company cherishes its reputation as 

a pioneer willing to invest in developing  

high-quality residential projects that have served 

to enhance the communities in which they are 

built.  Signature Properties’ track record of success 

in the development of “smart growth” projects in 

communities overlooked by and in need of private 

development has served to encourage others to 

follow in its path.  Because of the success of Durant 

Square in East 

Oakland, Abella 

in San Pablo and 

Landmark Place 

in downtown Oakland the “smart growth” 

development in the San Francisco Bay Area is a 

reality.  With over 20 years of success building 

communities for people in the Bay area Signature 

Properties approaches Oak to 9th knowing what it 

will take to bring a vision of a vibrant waterfront  

to Oakland.

T H E  O A K - T O - N I N T H  T E A M

Reynolds & Brown has developed over 7,500,000 

square feet of commercial real estate and has 

established an impressive history of success 

in development or real estate throughout the 

San Francisco Bay Area since its founding in 

1963.  The Reynolds & Brown portfolio includes 

a diverse balance of retail centers, business 

parks, research and development parks, mid-rise 

office buildings, entertainment and recreational 

complexes, warehouse and distribution facilities 

and residential properties.  

The Company’s reputation has been shaped to a 

large degree by the commitment to quality, service 

and innovation first articulated by its founders, 

Jon Q. Reynolds and David A. Brown. The 

foundation of the Company’s strength is based 

on these fundamental objectives: maintaining an 

identity as a 

local firm, 

building a 

capable team of professionals who are leaders in 

their profession and developing first-class projects 

that reflect strong exterior and interior design.  

Structural integrity, functional design and finish 

detail are well-known trademarks of a Reynolds & 

Brown development.

Involvement in community affairs is an integral 

part of the Reynolds & Brown philosophy.  A 

strong local presence has enabled the Company 

to establish and maintain long-term relationships 

and visibility with area businesses, tenants, public 

officials and other community leaders.

REYNOLDS & BROWN

O A K  T O  N I N T H



The project sponsor, Oakland Harbor Partners, seeks to 

redevelop an underutilized former maritime industrial 

district on the Oakland Estuary into a mixed-use 

waterfront neighborhood with strong connections to 

the region, downtown Oakland, Jack London Square 

and the adjacent neighborhoods.  The principal uses 

of the site will be for housing with both a visitor and 

neighborhood serving retail component surrounded 

and complemented by interconnected public open 

spaces.  In addition, the development concept calls for 

the renovation of the Clinton Basin and Fifth Avenue 

Marinas.  The primary objectives of this project are 

to deliver to the Bay Area and the City of Oakland a 

revitalized waterfront for public use and provide a 

wide range of needed housing opportunities.

REDEVELOPMENT REPORT:
OAKLAND'S OAK TO 9TH DISTRICT

 O A K L A N D  H A R B O R  P A R T N E R S

O A K  T O  N I N T H

Conceptual images: 

mixed-use and residential



All land uses, site maps and 

proposed building locations and 

sizes are preliminary in nature 

and subject to change.

Existing conditions.

Existing conditions.



Existing conditions.

Existing conditions.



Geotechnical:

 Oakland Harbor Partners conducted 

a site wide geotechnical investigation 

characterizing the soil on the site.  

The results of the investigation 

determined that a layer of saturated 

fine silty material (Bay Mud) of varying 

thickness and depth underlies the 

site and groundwater was located 4 

to 6 feet below ground surface.  The 

existence of bay mud and the high 

ground water table will be taken 

into consideration when designing 

infrastructure and buildings at the site.  

Soil and Ground 
Water Contamination:

 The Port of Oakland and Oakland 

Harbor Partners have extensively 

characterized the condition of the 

soil and groundwater at the site.  The 

results of our investigation determined 

the soil and groundwater has varying 

levels of contamination.  The site 

will require soil and groundwater 

remediation as part of the construction 

of the proposed project.  A plan of 

action outlining a phased remediation 

process will be produced and 

submitted to the proper regulatory 

agencies for review and approval.  

Existing Infrastructure:

 The existing infrastructure including 

roadway, shoreline, telephone, storm, 

sewer, electrical, natural gas and 

water systems are inadequate for the 

proposed project.  As part of the Oak 

to Ninth proposal these systems will 

be upgraded to current standards and 

designed to accommodate the demand 

of the proposed project.  

E X I S T I N G  S I T E  C O N D I T I O N S

Existing conditions.
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Comments may be submitted today or mailed to: 

Margaret Stanzione 
City of Oakland 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315 
Oakland, CA  94612 

Name: ___________________________ 

Address:  ___________________________ 

___________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________ 

E-mail: ___________________________ 
 

Comments: 
________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________
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Margaret Stanzione 
City of Oakland 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315 
Oakland, CA  94612 
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Newspaper Article 



Oakland Tribune 
March 31, 2005 
 
 
Activists confront waterfront developer  
Oakland community groups concerned with affordability of Oak-to-Ninth housing plans  
By Paul T. Rosynsky, STAFF WRITER 
Inside Bay Area   
  
OAKLAND — The debate over how 62 acres of waterfront land should be developed intensified 
Wednesday as a coalition of community groups demanded "social justice" concessions from the 
developer.  
Meanwhile, the city and Pleasanton-based Signature Properties held the first of two official public 
meetings to collect concerns and suggestions from residents for what is commonly known as the 
Oak-to-Ninth project.  
 
The increased attention comes as Signature Properties begins to work on the housing 
development's environmental impact report, which must identify the project's benefits and 
drawbacks.  
 
It also comes as the election race for the City Council District 2 seat, which represents the area, 
reaches its final weeks, adding a tinge of politics to an already diverse stew of comments.  
 
At issue is how much, and what kind of, development should be allowed on the property once 
home to shipping warehouses and later considered a key part of a plan to bring the city's 
waterfront to its residents.  
 
Signature Properties wants to turn the polluted land into a mini-city. It is asking for 3,100 units of 
housing,  
 
130,000 square feet of retail space and 27 acres of parkland.  
 
The housing would include both rental apartment units and condominiums for sale. They would 
be built in a few 20-story high-rise buildings and several more mid-rise buildings.  
 
"This is rejuvenating the Oakland waterfront," said Michael Ghielmetti, president of Signature 
Properties. "The money flows out of the project to the community, not into the project from the 
community."  
 
But some groups see it differently and are beginning to raise their voices.  
 
"As it stands today, this is not a development, it is a degradation," said the Rev. Scott Denman, a 
member of the Oak-to-Ninth Coalition. "It is another dividing wall."  
 
The coalition is composed of two widely known activist groups, Oakland Community 
Organization and the Oakland Coalition of Congregations. Alsoincluded are the East Bay Asian 
Youth Center and PolicyLink, a not-for-profit research advocacy group.  
 



The coalition is demanding Signature sign a Community Benefits Agreement, which calls for the 
developer to make 25 percent of the housing affordable for households earning less than $50,000 
a year.  
 
They want construction to be completed by city residents and Signature to provide a pre-
apprenticeship training program.  
 
They also want Signature to help pay for a marketing strategy to highlight the Eastlake and other 
neighborhoods, offer first right of refusal to local, small-retail businesses to rent properties in the 
development and pay the Oakland Unified School District for a new school in the neighborhood.  
 
The group says it's justified in demanding concessions from the developer because the developer 
has already won concessions from the community.  
 
Signature Properties bought the land from the port for $18 million three years ago and promised 
to spend an additional $16 million cleaning it of industrial waste. The land was appraised at $63.3 
million in 2003.  
 
In addition, Signature won special state legislation last year that removed the land from the State 
Tidelands Trust. That trust would have forbidden the developer from buying the land and 
building homes on it.  
 
Ghielmetti said he is open to any suggestions made by the community but refused Wednesday to 
make any firm commitments.  
 
The developer has already held several smaller meetings with community representatives, he said, 
and in the process has heard from more than 40 groups.  
 
The next public hearing for the Oak-to-Ninth project is scheduled for April 9. It will be held from  
 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Oakland Asian Cultural Center at 388 Ninth St., Suite 290. 
 




