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WHAT IS PUBLIC ART?











PROGRAM OVERVIEW



UNDERSTANDING WHERE THESE PROJECTS COME FROM, THE CITY MUST OPERATE IN OPEN PUBLIC COMPETITION 

-When does the city need a project  

-Basic civics, list of city agencies  

-How and where does the city promote such opportunities  

-The city of Oakland grant cycle 

-Individual artists grants, how, when, where to apply  

-Privately funded grants on public property 

-Gateway opportunities/projects , organizations to connect with , local BID/CBD’s 

Public and Private 

-Where do private art opportunities derive from 

-1% for public art program in new development 

-Other city programs that fund art projects 

CIVICS



What does it take to find success as a public artist 

-Applying to a Project: 

-Packaging your work, the application process, RFP vs RFQ 

-Images and writing, your letter of interest 

-Why you? 

-Your art as a business, best business practices for public art application 

-Finding opportunities in Public Art 

-The long game, maintaining positivity and responsibility for a long term project 

-Being your own advocate and demanding the answers you need 

COMPETING IN PUBLIC ART



WORKING WITH TEAMS

Local Fabricators  

-who is out there 

-what mediums, material feasibility  

-how to engage them 

Partnerships  

-Advisors and Project Managers, developing a team 

-Understanding the site, criteria and stakeholders 

-Working through the budget 

-Working with Architects and Engineers, team interfacing, 

 getting ahead of engineering needs 

MANAGING YOUR PROJECT







CONSTRUCTION, INSTALLATION & LEGAL

-Understanding your fabrication partners, limitations and needs 

-How art and construction work together 

-Schedule and site, professional installers 

-Insurance requirements, and construction professional standards 

-Coordination, dealing with unanticipated delays, City vs. private construction requirements 

-Contracts and subs 

-Artists rights 

-Artists responsibilities 

-Completing the project, City of Oakland public art checklist 

-Documentation  

-Material and Maintenance plan  

NUTS AND BOLTS



PACKAGING YOUR CONCEPT

-Renderings and Imagery 

-Packaging the complete concept 

-Presenting your idea, in digital package format and 

 in-person presentation 

DELIVERING



FEBRUARY-JUNE A SERIES OF  FIVE  90 MIN  EDUCATIONAL TRAINING SESSIONS

COMPLETING OUR WORKSHOPS

-YOU WILL BE ADDED TO OAKLAND’S PRE-QUALIFIED POOL OF ARTISTS 

-YOU WILL HAVE A VIABLE PUBLIC ART CONCEPT, COMPLETE WITH RENDERING 

-YOU WILL HAVE A CERTIFICATE OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT FROM KRISTEN ZAREMBA 

-YOU WILL BE READY TO COMPETE! 



IS THIS FOR YOU?



IF YOU DIDN’T REGISTER ONLINE, PLEASE SEE ERICA BEFORE YOU LEAVE

WE WILL CONTACT YOU

EMAIL CONTACT  ERICA@ABGARTGROUP.COM 

INSTAGRAM: 

@abgprojects 

@cityoak_arts_culture 


