
Oakland City Planning Commission STAFF REPORT 

April 20, 2016 

Location: Citywide 

Proposal: Pursuant to California Government Code Section 65400, the 
City of Oakland has prepared a report on the progress made 
by the City on implementing policies adopted as part of the 
2015-2023 Housing Element, and building permits issued for 
the year 2015. 

Applicant: City of Oakland 
General Plan: All General Plan designations 

Zoning: All zoning districts 
Environmental Determination: Consideration of the 2015 Annual Progress Report does not constitute 

a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
Service Delivery District: All Service Delivery Districts 

City Council District: All City Council Districts 
Action to be Taken: Request for Planning Commission and public comment; forward to 

City Council 
For Further Information: Contact case planner Devan Reiff at (510) 238-3550 or by 

email: dreiff@oaklandnet.com 

SUMMARY 

Pursuant to State law, the City of Oakland has prepared a progress report on implementation of 
housing-related programs and policies contained in the 2015-2023 Housing Element for the 
calendar year 2015. This is the first year ofreporting on the 2015-2023 Housing Element, which 
was adopted on December 9, 2014. 

This staff report highlights the major accomplishments, both in terms of production of housing 
and progress on City programs and policies, for the calendar year 2015. Attachment A contains 
the complete 2015 Housing Element Annual Progress Report, which can also be found at the 
City's webpage: 
http://www2.oaklandnet.com/Government/o/PBN/OurOrganization/PlanningZoning/OAK045364 

The City has made important progress in 2015 towards enabling new housing to be constructed: 
• The public review process began to update the Secondary Unit regulations, ultimately

adopted in 2016. The amended regulations reduce the regulatory barriers to the
development of Secondary Units, which are considered one way to help address the city's
housing shortage and escalating costs.

• The public review process also began in 2015 to update the Transitional and Supportive
Housing regulations in the Oakland Planning Code (changes adopted in 2016). All
special standards that previously applied to Transitional and Supportive Housing in the
Oakland Planning Code have been removed to comply with California State law, which
requires that Transitional and Supportive Housing be permitted in all zones allowing
Residential Uses and not be subject to any restrictions not imposed on similar dwelling
types (e.g. Single Family, Multifamily) in the same zone.
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• 2425 Valdez: 71 "micro" units
• 317 Lester: 41 units in a new 5-story building

Under construction in 2015 were 90 below-market rate units at the "Mural" development at 
MacArthur Station, built on the former parking lot of the MacArthur BART station. Between 
2016 and 2021, the full build out of the MacArthur Station development will have 624 residential 
units at construction completion. 

Several projects received occupancy permits in 2015 -for 197 new residential units: 

• 1507 Second Avenue: (Lakeside Senior Housing) 91 senior units, for very low-income and
formerly homeless residents

• 618 2181 Street: (Cathedral Gardens, Building 3) 18 affordable units
• 460 Grand Avenue: (Ave Vista) 68 affordable units
• 1601 Clay Street: 20-unit renovated mixed use building

As previously stated, City staff brought an informational report to the Planning Commission on 
November 18, 2015, to present details about housing production in Oakland between January 1, 2015 and 
October 1, 2015 (see Attachment B). At the November 18, 2015 meeting, a commissioner asked how 
Oakland compared to neighboring cities in regards to meeting the Regional Housing Needs Allocation 
(RHNA). The Oakland RHNA is presented in Table B of the Annual Progress Report, and is below. 
Another request from a Commissioner was to see the housing production numbers from the 1999-2006 
Housing Element cycle, which is included as Attachment C to this report. 

Regional Housing Needs Allocation Progress 

Oakland-2015 

Extremely-low 1,029 22 1,007 Approx. 130 17% 

Ve -low 1,030 77 953 A rox. 130 60% 

Low- 2,075 30 2,045 A rox. 260 12% 

Moderate 2,815 0 2,815 A rox. 350 0 

Above-Moderate 7,816 642 7,174 A rox. 975 65% 

Totals 14,765 771 14,094 A rox.1,845 41%2 

Berkeley issued its 2015 APR as of the publication date of this report; San Francisco had not, but data 
from the years 2007-2014 were available, as shown below. 

2 Percentage comparison between the annual average number ofunits needed to meet the RHNA (1,845) and the actual number of permits issued
(771) in calendar year 2015.
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