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Recommendation 1

Expand the definition of “use of force” and revise the
reporting requirements beyond firearm use.
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Recommendation 2

Police should not use any force against people threatening to
hurt only themselves.
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Recommendation 3

Disarm most police and don’t send armed police for any
unarmed conflicts or non-violent situations.
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Recommendation 4

Send alternative responders to mental health crises, loitering,
noise complaints, and other non-criminal issues.

oyzo rs · rw sq z  vo sr p  zwqs ·s t t qs s vsz w uz  ·  oz s o w s
s· ·s·  o  w·· s· zwqs q s z  s· r  t vs ·w o w · s s sr  z
oq w s ·v s  ·w o w · s s ws sr p  o ox w  t rw sq z  w oq sr s· rs ·  ps
o wo s t  zwqs w s s w

evwzs oyzo rs · w  us s oz o s s rw wrsr w  vsw  ·  t zwqw u oz s o w s·
 w·· s· zwys o q s t qs s   s· o··w u  ox w ws· t ozz oyzo r s· rs ·

·  s w u zwqs po·sr s· ·s·  s oz vsoz v q w·s·  o w oz q z
s wq w · t s zs zw w u v szs·· o r q zow · t z w s w u

Recommendation 5

Support state legislation making all allegations of police
misconduct public.
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Recommendation 6

Cut the police budget and build more quality affordable
housing and mental health services.

94%  t s· rs · v s pss  rw sq z  vo sr p  zwqs ·s
t t qs pszws s vs oyzo r zwqs p rus  ·v zr ps q  vwzs
vs s ow w u  o  vs p rus   s ow  vs ·o s

49% evwzs ws · s s s rw wrsr o u oyzo rs · w  us s oz
 o   q  vs oyzo r zwqs p rus   o  w  ys

vs ·o s  o r z   o  vs O p rus  w q so·sr

u oyzo rs · v  o  vs O p rus  q  ·  o  vs t r· sozz qo sr 
s oz vsoz v ·s wqs·  t ss o r z q ·  vsoz v ·s wqs·  · p· o qs op ·s so s

sr qo w  x p·  o r o ropzs v ·w u u o ·

Recommendation 7

Make the Police Commission, City Council, or Mayor the
decider of police disciplinary appeals.
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Recommendation 8

Make the police department or individual officers pay the
financial costs of their misconduct.
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Recommendation 9

Publish detailed data about 911 calls so communities can
determine where to reallocate resources.
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Recommendation 10

Remove from the force officers with the largest records of
misconduct first, when reducing the size of the police force.
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Percentage of respondents who believe the following are examples of force
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56%
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50%

35%

34%

30%

People directly harmed by police use of force (n=166)
Representative sample of Oakland’s general population (n=512)

Shooting a gun, or using a taser or other weapons at you

Punching or kicking you

Using crowd dispersal agents such as tear gas or rubber
bullets

Pointing a taser or other weapon that is not a gun at you

Unwanted sexual language and/or behavior

Pointing a gun at you

Using racist or other derogatory language toward you

Threatening to punch or kick you

Using intimidating body language or gestures

Telling you to allow police to search your property

Handcuffing you

Telling you that you can't leave when police stop you

Percentage of respondents who want a police response for the following issues

7%

11%

14%

28%

40%

51%

21%

13%

30%

17%

53%

58%

59%

61%

82%

People directly harmed by police use of force (n=166)
Representative sample of Oakland’s general population (n=512)

Evictions of people living homeless

Animal control

Complaints of loitering

Mental health crises

Family or neighbor disputes

Trespassing

Speeding and traffic violations

Traffic accidents

Situations with a potential active shooter

Where should funding cut from Oakland's police budget be spent?

People harmed by use of force (n=166): Who should decide disciplinary appeals?

80%9%6%5%

Representative Oakland (n=512): Who should decide disciplinary appeals?

41%15%29%10%5%

Other Police chief Arbitrators Mayor or city council Oversight board

People directly harmed by police use of force (n=166): Who should be responsible for police misconduct settlements?

59%36%5%

Representative Oakland (n=512): Who should be responsible for police misconduct settlements?

46%33%15%6%

Other City general fund Accused officer Police budget

Where should funding cut from Oakland's police budget be spent?

75%

70%

62%

61%

61%

60%

48%

34%

25%

Representative sample of Oakland’s general population (n=512)

Mental health services and mental health first responder
programs

Affordable housing and support for homeless populations

Treatment programs for people struggling with substance
abuse

Public schools

Job training for formerly incarcerated people

Free or low-cost health services

Wraparound services for survivors of sexual abuse

Public transportation

Reparations for descendants of African slaves

Other

None of the above

If the number of Oakland police officers is reduced due to budget cuts or other changes to policing,
which officers should be removed from the force?

38%

29%

31%

54%

19%

14%

10%

Officers with the most misconduct complaints

Officers with the most use of force incidents

Officers with the most racial disparities in stops, arrests,
and/or other policing actions

Officers with the least seniority who are newest to the force
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Policy Recommendations

Recommendation 1 of 10

Expand the definition of
“use of force” and revise
the reporting
requirements beyond
firearm use.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 2 of 10

Police should not use
any force against
people threatening to
hurt only themselves.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 3 of 10

Disarm most police and
don’t send armed police
for any unarmed
conflicts or non- violent
situations.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 4 of 10

Send alternative
responders to mental
health crises, loitering,
noise complaints, and
other non-criminal
issues.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 5 of 10

Support state legislation
making all allegations
of police misconduct
public.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 6 of 10

Cut the police budget
and build more quality
affordable housing and
mental health services.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 7 of 10

Make the Police
Commission, City
Council, or Mayor the
decider of police
disciplinary appeals.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 8 of 10

Make the police
department or
individual officers pay
the financial costs of
their misconduct.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 9 of 10

Publish detailed data
about 911 calls so
communities can
determine where to
reallocate resources.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20

Recommendation 10 of 10

Remove from the force
officers with the largest
records of misconduct
first, when reducing the
size of the police force.

Police Use of Force Report
09.28.20
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People directly harmed by police use of force (n=166)
Representative sample of Oakland’s general population (n=512)

Other

physical attack by police

incident where police should not have been involved

police use of force during protests

police racial profiling


