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Historic Cryer Boatworks building destroyed November 13, 2020

How to prevent destruction of Oakland’s unoccupied historic buildings?



Fire November 13, 2020 at Cryer Boatworks, from SF Chronicle









CRYER & SONS BOATYARD
Founded by William Cryer in San Francisco in the 1890s.

In operation in Oakland from 1907 to 1989. 

Moved to Oakland following the 1906 earthquake. 

Built and repaired wooden powerboats, and, from 1960s, also repaired steel-hulled boats. 

Examples: 

130-foot yacht for Oakland automaker R. Clifford Durant of Durant Motors. 
40 launches and cannery tenders for the Alaska Packers Association.
During WWII a number of small, coastal transports for the U.S. Navy. 
A cement-hulled sailboat for then-mayor John Reading in 1974.



BUILDINGS AT RISK

• fire

• leaks

• intrusion and theft of materials

• surface-damaging graffiti

• demolition by neglect

City owned, destroyed by fire at 99-year-old 23rd Ave. Library, Feb. 23, 2018, from EB Times

Fruitvale Hotel: Demolished by neglect, city- 
condemned. Photo: Oakland Wiki

16th & Wood Train 
Station, owned by 
Bridge Housing, 
endangered 
Photo: Oakland Wiki



POSSIBLE PROTECTIONS 

• reroof and waterproof

• install monitored alarms

• install physical protections (windows, doors)

• hire fulltime security

• put building back in use

• can city use fire insurance payments,  
such as from the library and now from  
boatworks, to repair, or to secure  
other old buildings? Perhaps it 
could help Public Works preserve 
valuable structures. Might the LPAB  
wish to ask this question?

Moss House:  CIty-owned, at risk.    
Photo: Eadweard Muybridge



SOME VALUABLE  
BUILDINGS  
IN DANGER 

• Moss House in 
Mosswood Park 

• Dunsmuir House 
needs repair 

• Privately-owned 
16th + Wood Train 
Station



ADDITIONAL READING/LINKS

https://blog.sfgate.com/latitude38/2019/02/28/in-an-oakland-boat-yards-demise-is-their-an-opportunity-for-the-future/

https://www.eastbaytimes.com/2018/02/23/fire-erupts-at-former-east-oakland-library-damaged-by-blaze-last-year/

https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=71421

https://www.latitude38.com/lectronic/fire-destroys-cryer-sons-boatyard-building/

http://www.waterfrontaction.org/map/dd_cryer.htm

https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WMGV2X_Cryer_and_Sons_Oakland_CA

https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=71421


