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Toward a shared 
understanding of 

the Problem
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Image is a photo of Underhills Road in 
Oakland depicting many vehicles parked 
on the sidewalk

Exhibit E 



Sidewalk parking

● Is illegal (even if sidewalk is not fully obstructed)
● Obstructs the public right-of-way, creating a potential 

safety hazard
● Negatively affects all sidewalk users, but especially 

persons with disabilities, seniors, children and people 
with strollers 

● Tends to occur more often on narrow streets
● May be increasing as vehicles get wider
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Background/Context

Law, Memos, & Citation History
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California Vehicle Code
22500.  A person shall not stop, park, or leave standing 
any vehicle … (f) On a portion of a sidewalk, or with the 
body of the vehicle extending over a portion of a 
sidewalk... 
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2004 Letter from City Attorney
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Image is a photo of a vehicle parked on 
the sidewalk, next to an image of a letter 
from the City Attorney addressed to 
“Residents of Underhills Road”. 
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Next Steps
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Next steps

1. Continue Citywide outreach

2. Determine what operational street changes are 
necessary 

3. Use enforcement to complement street changes 
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Education and outreach

● Press release
● City Council informational report
● Letters to homes on narrow streets
● Visiting Neighborhood Service Council meetings
● Given limited staff resources, outreach needs to be 

targeted to streets where this is an issue

Exhibit E 



Exhibit E 



Image depicts a map of Oakland with 
narrow local streets highlighted in purple 
and narrow hillside streets highlighted in 
green
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Image depicts a map of Oakland with 
narrow local streets that have a 
prevalence of sidewalk parking 
highlighted in purple and narrow hillside 
streets highlighted in green
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Street Changes
● Are the long-term solution but will take longer to install

● We’d want to hear from neighbors which they prefer:
○ Two-way to one-way conversion or 
○ Restricting parking on one side
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Street Changes  Parking restricted on one side Exhibit E 



Image depicts 61st street in Oakland 
where parking is restricted by red curb 
paint on one side of the street
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Street Changes                       One-way traffic  Exhibit E 



Image depicts Balfour Avenue in Oakland 
which is a narrow, one-way street
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Oakland Municipal Code Exhibit E 



Citations

● Should be coordinated with outreach on streets where this 
hasn’t been enforced consistently for a long time

● Parking Control Technicians may feel unsafe enforcing on 
certain streets

● Sidewalk parking can be reported: 
○ Through Oak311 (app or website)
○ By calling Parking Enforcement at 510-238-3099 

(Monday - Friday, 8am to 5pm)
○ Oakland Police Non-emergency at 510-777-3333 (All 

other times call)
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2019 2020 2021 2022 (Jan, Feb)

Bike Lane Blocking 
Citations (21211.B) 228 228 206 35

Sidewalk Blocking 
Citations (22500.F) 333 330 365 56

Total 561 558 571 91

Citations
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Discussion
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Thank you

Questions? Email kolsen@oaklandca.gov
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