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CITY OF OAKLAND  

PLANNING AND BUILDING DEPARMENT 
250 FRANK H. OGAWA PLAZA. SECOND FLOOR. OAKLAND CA. 94612 

 

Alternate Method of Construction 

 
California Building Code 

 

2019 Edition 
 
 

 

ADDRESS  278 4TH ST  CBC SECTION 705.8, 1028.5 

     
PARCEL 001 015300900  PERMIT B1605357 

     
AMR AMR2000112    

     
APPLICANT THOMAS DOLAN, AIA  PLAN CHECKER A. Placido 

 
 
 

 APPROVED   DENIED 

 
 

Code Requirement:  
 
CBC Section 705.8 limits the number of openings on a building’s exterior wall based on fire separation 
distance and degree of opening protection. CBC Section 1028.5 requires the exit discharge shall provide a 
direct and unobstructed access to a public way. 

 
Code Request: 
 
The building at 278 4th Street is situated such that it’s rear wall directly abuts an interior lot line at the rear 
between 278 4th St and 277 5th St.  The rear exit door at the first-floor level is located directly against the 
rear property line.  This opening is prohibited by CBC Section 705.8 and the building is situated such that 
the door opening does not provide an unobstructed access to a public way.  The applicant wishes to 
mitigate the code deficiencies by utilizing a no-build egress easement provided by the owner of the parcel 
directly behind (278 5th Street) to the owner of 278 4th Street with the City of Oakland designated as a third-
party beneficiary to this agreement. 

 
Background: 
 
Under building permit B1605357, the permittee converted an existing commercial building to a group assembly space 
on the first floor with a live-work residential unit on the second floor.  The Floor layout is such that the rear 
exit door (1 of 2 exit doors required) is situated on the rear wall which maintains the required exit separation 
distance of one-third the floor plan maximum dimension.  This exterior exit door is necessary in maintaining 



AMR2100090                            Page 2 of 3 
 

a compliant means of egress.  As an opening in a wall with a fire separation distance less than 3 feet, it is 
prohibited.  However, with an egress easement from the owner of the parcel directly behind to the owner of 
278 4th St, a yard is created on another parcel with the same characteristics and requirements of a yard on 
the subject parcel. 

 
Analysis:  
 
The egress easement on 275 5th St acts the same as a yard which would normally provide direct access to 
the public way. 

 
Attachments & References: 
 
Exhibit A – Floor Plans 

Exhibit B – 277 5th St – Egress Easement Site Plan 

Exhibit C – 277 5th St – Egress Easement Document 2010295269 

 
 

Alternate Method of Construction 
 

 APPROVED.  This Alternate Materials and Methods Request may be granted with respect to the 

2019 Code Section provided the listed Standard and Special Conditions are adhered to: 
 

Standard Conditions of Approval 
 

1. This Alternate Method of Construction (A.M.R.) shall apply solely to this application and shall not be 
construed as establishing an expressed or implied precedent, policy, guideline, or standard.  The Building 
Official, at his or her sole discretion, may amend or terminate this A.M.R. by written determination. 

2. Any design or construction deviation from the requirements specified herein or failure to obtain a final 
inspection approval of the installation or failure subsequently to maintain and preserve the installation 
shall void this A.M.R. 

3. The property owner and its successors, heirs, or assigns, affiliated companies or corporations, parent 
companies or corporations, or partners shall indemnify, defend and hold the City of Oakland and its 
officers, officials, employees, representatives, agents and volunteers harmless against all claims, injuries, 
damages, losses and suits, including attorney fees and expert witness fees, arising out of or in connection 
with this A.M.R.  This indemnification shall survive the termination of this A.M.R. 

4. Design and installation of fire detection, fire extinguishing, and smoke control systems and associated 
components, including water and power supply, sprinklers, hydrants, fire department connections, and 
stand pipes, shall conform with the regulations of the Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, Electrical, and Fire 
Codes, with NFPA standards, and with the requirements of the Building Official and Fire Marshal. 

 
Special Conditions of Approval 

 
1. An egress easement on 277 5th St granted to 278 4th St be established and maintained with City of 

Oakland as the third-party beneficiary 

 
 
 

 DENIED.  This Alternate Materials and Methods Request may NOT be granted with respect to the 
2019 California Building Code based on the following: 

 



AMR2100090                            Page 3 of 3 
 

Basis of Denial 
 

1. NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fire Department     Building Department  
  

          
Fire Protection Engineer      Plan Checker or Inspection Supervisor   
        

Date    Date  

P. Basada 
 

    A. Placido 
 

  

          
Fire Marshal     Acting Building Official   
        

Date    Date  

O. Arriola      T. Low   
 

Oct 25, 2021

Oct 25, 2021

Philip Basada (Oct 26, 2021 08:51 PDT)
Philip Basada Oct 26, 2021

Oct 26, 2021

https://oaklandcagov.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkQwguYFrdSQcza9KJLdsGZkvlTgUl5CC
https://oaklandcagov.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkQwguYFrdSQcza9KJLdsGZkvlTgUl5CC
https://oaklandcagov.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkQwguYFrdSQcza9KJLdsGZkvlTgUl5CC
https://oaklandcagov.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAkQwguYFrdSQcza9KJLdsGZkvlTgUl5CC
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