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Oakland Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board 

OAKLAND LANDMARK, S-7 /S20 PRESERVATION COMBINING ZONE, 
AND HERITAGE PROPERTY APPLICATION FORM 

This form is for use in requesting the City of Oakland pursuant to its Zoning Regulations to establish a landmark, 
landmark site, or Heritage Property or to rezone one or more properties to the S-7 or S-20 Preservation Combining 

Zone. 

Revised content 8/1/18 

1. IDENTIFICATION

A. Historic Name:
• Oakland Fire Department (OFD) Engine 28 Firehouse
• "Joaquin Miller Arena in Sequoia Park"

B. and/or Common Name:
• Metropolitan Horsemen's Association (MHA) Clubhouse
• Sequoia Horse Arena in Joaquin Miller Park

2. ADDRESS/LOCATION

Street and number: Clubhouse: 10060 Skyline Boulevard Zip Code: 94602 
Arena: no address. Naming the access road "Cornelia Cress Way" is proposed. 
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Historic Designation  
for the MHA Clubhouse 

and Sequoia Arena 
in Joaquin Miller Park 

Presentation  
to the city of Oakland 

Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
February 13, 2019 

Amelia Sue Marshall, 
Club Historian,  

Oakland  
Metropolitan Horsemen’s Association 
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‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Metropolitan Horsemen’s Association Facilities 

MHA Clubhouse 
10060 Skyline Boulevard 

Leased from the city since mid-1960s 

Sequoia Horse Arena 
In Joaquin Miller Park 

Leased from the city since 1948 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 



History of the Oakland MHA 
 

The MHA mission is to promote 
equestrian sports and to bring 
together the western and English rider 
communities. 

Founded in 1938 by 
Cornelia Cress, of  

Mills College. 

Pete Taylor and Greg Stritzel 
 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

1948 

1962 

2018 
 

Horse shows 
every season, 
free to the public 
 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

MHA manages the arena for public use 
 

Ham Radio operators from  
Oakland Radio Communication 
Association (ORCA) use the Sequoia 
Arena for a field day each June. 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Oakland Police Department Mounted Unit Uses the 
Arena for Training, Staging for Trail Patrol,  

and Public Outreach. 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Since 2003, MHA has hosted the annual  
East Bay Hills Benefit Ride and Hike. 

Local History writer 
 Dennis Evanosky 

Pistol Annies 
 Drill Team, 
Livermore 
 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

MHA facilitates horse-oriented experiences for youth  
through city Department of Parks, Recreation, and  

Youth Development programs. 

Town Camp,  August 2018  
 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

MHA horse shows provide a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere for riders of all ages. 

Thomas Chu 
 

Logan Bearden 
 

Redwood Hills 
Pony Club 

 



Partner Organizations 
 

Redwood Hills Pony Club 
 

Oakland City Stables, 
Melanie Diamond, operator 

 

Oakland Parks Patrol, 
Stan and Gary Dodson 

 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Recurring Challenges in Arena Maintenance 
 

2012 
 

2015 
 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Downed trees are common in Joaquin Miller Park. 
MHA thanks the volunteer Park Patrols and the  

Department of Public Works for help in removing debris. 

Six trees fell in 2017. 
Volunteers cleared the access road, 
large enough to accommodate a 
fire engine. 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Reasons for seeking the “Heritage Property” designation 
for the MHA Clubhouse and Sequoia Horse Arena: 

1.  To honor and celebrate the civic contributions of 
equestrians to Oakland history during the past century. 

2.  To support the infrastructure that makes equestrian sports, 
youth programs, and mounted policing possible in Oakland. 

3.  To elevate the priority of maintaining these facilities, as 
needed, by the Public Works Department. 

4.  To make the facilities eligible for public or private funding 
that may be available to support historic buildings and 
structures. 

5.  To provide a home for a possible future museum of 
Oakland equestrian history. 



‘Heritage Property’ Designation for the MHA Clubhouse 
 and Sequoia Horse Arena, Joaquin Miller Park, Oakland 

Six Community Organizations Have Written Letters in Support of 
this Designation as an Oakland Landmark or Heritage Property 

•  Friends of Joaquin Miller Park 
•  Friends of Sausal Creek 
•  Oakland Heritage Alliance 
•  Oakland Radio Communication 

Association 
•  Redwood Hills Pony Club 
•  Contra Costa Hills Club 
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Marvin, Betty

From: amelia marshall <amelia.marshall33@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 15, 2019 8:24 PM

To: Marvin, Betty

Cc: McMillon, Gail; Su, Jinnhua; Nguyen, Thang; Riley, Dana; Arnold, Jonathan; Vollmann, 

Peterson; Reese, Anthony

Subject: Re: MHA Landmark Designation/Owner Consent

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Hello everyone, in various city departments - 

It would appear that we are on track for the Heritage Property designation for the MHA Clubhouse and Sequoia Horse 

Arena in Joaquin Miller Park. 

At the time we submitted our application to the city in August 2018 for Heritage Property status, we also completed the 

city form for a Notice of Intent.  We assume that these documents will be satisfactory for administrative purposes. 

Please advise us if any further work is needed by the Metropolitan Horsemen's Association, Oakland.  As a reminder, our 

community organization has leased these facilities from the city since 1948.  

Thank you. 

Amelia S, Marshall, historian 

Metropolitan Horsemen's Association, Oakland 

-- 

On Apr 15, 2019, at 5:43 PM, Marvin, Betty wrote: 

Gail has provided a very clear description of the process below. In the absence of a clear answer to the 

question below, I suppose we could generically address the Notice of Intent to the City of Oakland, attn. 

PRYD, Real Estate, and City Administrator, and see what happens. 

For the May 13 Landmarks Board meeting I would have to have the agenda blurb ready by the end of 

this week. Is everyone ready to go? 
Betty Marvin, Historic Preservation Planner | Oakland Cultural Heritage Survey | City of Oakland | 
Bureau of Planning | 250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3315 | Oakland, CA 94612 | Phone: (510) 238-
6879 | Fax: (510) 238-6538 | Email:bmarvin@oaklandca.gov | 

Website: www.oaklandca.gov/services/planning-and-building-index/planning-and-
zoning,www.oaklandnet.com/historicpreservation 

From: McMillon, Gail  

Sent: Monday, February 25, 2019 4:04 PM 

To: Su, Jinnhua <JSu@oaklandca.gov>; Reese, Anthony <AReese@oaklandca.gov> 

Attachment D
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Cc: Nguyen, Thang <TNguyen@oaklandca.gov>; Marvin, Betty <BMarvin@oaklandca.gov>; Riley, Dana 

<DRiley@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: RE: MHA Landmark Designation/Owner Consent 

  

Hello Jinnhua, 

  

Since the last email below from October 9, 2018, the Metropolitan Horsemen’s Association’s (MHA) 

Historian, Amelia Marshall met with Betty Marvin, Historic Preservation Planner in the Planning and 

Building Department regarding the designation of the Clubhouse, 10060 Skyline Boulevard and Sequoia 

Arena located within Joaquin Miller Park.  Ms. Marvin and the Landmark Preservation Advisory Board 

(LPAB) Chair believe that Heritage Property designation is appropriate for the locations.  

  

An Informational Report was presented to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission on February 

13, 2019 regarding the MHA application for Landmark Designation.  The PRAC and Parks, Recreation & 

Youth Development (OPRYD) are supportive of Amelia Marshall’s request for designation of the 

sites.  The request will move forward to the LPAB in May 2019 as a Notice of Intent which is a 

preliminary application that the LPAB reviews for eligibility at a publicly noticed meeting.  If the Board 

considers the property eligible for designation, the Notice is used to notify the property owner and 

request the owner’s comments before the Board considers (or decides not to consider) the full 

application.  Please confirm which Department has the authority to give owner consent when it goes 

before the LPAB, the Real Estate Division or Parks, Recreation & Youth Development.  The owner would 

provide written support of the application and attend the LPAB meeting to address concerns, opinions 

etc., with the applicant, MHA, LPAB members, other various City agencies and the public.  

  

If you have any questions, please call or email me.  Betty Marvin is copied on this email and can answer 

any questions regarding the LPAB meeting. 

  

Thank you, 

  

Gail McMillon 

Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3330 

Oakland California 94612 

510.238.3186 

  

Imagine, Inspire, Invest 

Experience Oakland with US! 

  

From: Su, Jinnhua  

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 2:44 PM 

To: Riley, Dana <DRiley@oaklandca.gov>; Reese, Anthony <AReese@oaklandca.gov> 

Cc: McMillon, Gail <GMcmillon@oaklandca.gov>; Nguyen, Thang <TNguyen@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Draft Letter-Director Response for MHA Landmark Designation 

  

Dana, 

  

If the question is whether a designation should be pursued, I have no objections or opinion as to this 

issue.  If the question is whether heritage designation or landmark designation should be pursued, I 

would need more information to give an opinion on this.  If anyone copied on this email has any 

opinions, pls reply.  If you like, I can fwd to Public Works for their opinion. 
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Jinnhua Su, Real Estate Agent 

City of Oakland 

250 Frank Ogawa Plaza, #4314 

Oakland, CA 94612 

510-238-6362 office 

jsu@oaklandca.gov 

  

City of Oakland Real Estate Opportunities! 

  

  

From: Riley, Dana  

Sent: Tuesday, October 09, 2018 1:25 PM 

To: Su, Jinnhua <JSu@oaklandca.gov>; Reese, Anthony <AReese@oaklandca.gov> 

Cc: McMillon, Gail <GMcmillon@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Draft Letter-Director Response for MHA Landmark Designation 

  

This organization is asking for a letter of support to apply for Landmark designation.  The have a license 

to use the city property. Please see below request from OPRYD Directors office. I believe the Director is 

simply looking for any future negative impacts the designation may have. If this is something Real Estate 

doesn’t have an opinion on or outside of your jurisdiction, please replay as such. Your prompt reply is 

appreciated. 

Thank you, 

Dana 

  

Dana Riley 

Assistant Director 

Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3330 

Oakland, CA 94612 

510.238.6495 

Imagine, Inspire, Invest 

Experience Oakland with US! 

  

From: Riley, Dana  

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 1:48 PM 

To: Su, Jinnhua <JSu@oaklandca.gov> 

Cc: McMillon, Gail <GMcmillon@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Draft Letter-Director Response for MHA Landmark Designation 

  

Please see below and attached. Does Real Estate have an opinion or any input to share? 

Thank you, 

Dana 

Dana Riley 

Assistant Director 

Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3330 

Oakland, CA 94612 

510.238.6495 

Imagine, Inspire, Invest 

Experience Oakland with US! 
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From: Boyd, Diane  

Sent: Friday, September 21, 2018 1:38 PM 

To: McMillon, Gail <GMcmillon@oaklandca.gov>; Riley, Dana <DRiley@oaklandca.gov> 

Cc: Williams, Nicholas <JNWilliams@oaklandca.gov>; Boyd, Diane <DBoyd@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: RE: ACTION: Draft Letter-Director Response for MHA Landmark Designation 

  

Hi Gail and Dana, 

  

Nicholas is not prepared to sign off on the letter.  He wants you to get an opinion from Real Estate. 

Thanks, 

db 

  

Diane L. Boyd 

Executive Assistant to J. Nicholas Williams, Director 

City of - Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development (OPRYD) 
250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3330 

Oakland, CA 94612 

510.238.7532 

dboyd@oaklandnet.com 

www.oaklandnet.com/parks 

  

Imagine. Inspire. Invest. 

Experience Oakland with Us! 

  

  
This message and all attachments are intended only for the recipient(s) listed above and may contain information that is 

CONFIDENTIAL AND PRIVILEGED.  If you have received this message in error, please destroy all electronic and paper copies 

and inform the sender.  Thank you. 

  

From: McMillon, Gail  

Sent: Friday, August 10, 2018 2:23 PM 

To: Williams, Nicholas <JNWilliams@oaklandca.gov> 

Cc: Riley, Dana <DRiley@oaklandca.gov>; Boyd, Diane <DBoyd@oaklandca.gov> 

Subject: ACTION: Draft Letter-Director Response for MHA Landmark Designation 

  

Hello Nicholas, 

  

Dana and I met about the Metropolitan Horsemen’s Association’s (MHA) request for your support on 

MHA’s application to the Landmark Preservation Advisory Board for the Clubhouse on Skyline Blvd. and 

Sequoia Arena within Joaquin Miller Park as designated landmarks.   Attached is a draft letter for your 

review and consideration regarding their request to meet with you.  

  

Dana spoke with Betty Marvin, Planner in the Records Department of Planning and Building and Liaison 

to the Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board, about MHA’s landmark request of the site.  There are 

two types of designation, Landmark/Heritage.  Heritage designation is approved at the Landmark Board 

Meeting.  Landmark designation requires City Council authorization.  The Landmark Board takes the 

council report forward.  OPRYD staff would have to attend meetings as the property owner to answer 

questions.  Main advantage is related to access to State funding sources and some level of exemption to 

Building Code and CEQA.  Protections are the same regardless of the type of designation 

(Landmark/Heritage).  Disadvantage is if Public Works want to do a project, then the designation might 

make it harder – example: widen Skyline Road. Heritage designation may prohibit the project. 
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Please see Dana or myself if you have any questions.  Their binder with the application and other 

documents are in my office. 

  

Gail 

  

--- 

Gail McMillon 

Oakland Parks, Recreation & Youth Development 

250 Frank H. Ogawa Plaza, Suite 3330 

Oakland California 94612 

510.238.3186 office 

  

Imagine, Inspire, Invest 

Experience Oakland with US! 
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