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Chapter 17.117

BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS 

Article I 
General Provisions 

Sections:
17.117.010 Title, Purpose, and Applicability. 
17.117.020 Bicycle Parking Required for New and Existing Uses. 
17.117.030 More than One Activity on a Lot. 
17.117.040 Determination by Director of City Planning. 

Article II 
Standards for Required Bicycle Parking 

Sections:
17.117.050 Types of Required Bicycle Parking. 
17.117.060 Minimum Specifications for Required Bicycle Parking. 
17.117.070 Location and Design of Required Bicycle Parking. 

Article III 
Minimum Number of Required Bicycle Parking Spaces 

Sections:
17.117.080 Calculation Rules. 
17.117.090 Required Bicycle Parking – Residential Activities. 
17.117.100 Required Bicycle Parking – Civic Activities. 
17.117.110 Required Bicycle Parking – Commercial Activities. 
17.117.120 Required Bicycle Parking – Manufacturing and All Other Activities. 
17.117.130 Required Shower and Locker Facilities – All Activities. 
17.117.140 Additional Considerations for Variance Determination. 
17.117.150 Automobile Parking Credit. 

Article I 
General Provisions 

17.117.010 Title, Purpose, and Applicability. 
The provisions of this chapter shall be known as the bicycle parking requirements.  The purpose of these regu-
lations is to require secure and adequate long term-and-short term parking for bicycles, thereby promoting 
alternative transportation, providing additional, more sustainable transportation choices for residents and 
commuters, and reducing traffic congestion and air pollution.  These requirements shall apply to the indicated 
activities as specified hereinafter. 
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17.117.020 Bicycle Parking Required for New and Existing Uses. 
A. Bicycle Parking Shall be Provided for New Facilities and Additions to Existing Facilities. Bi-

cycle parking as prescribed hereafter shall be provided for activities occupying facilities, or 
portions thereof, which are constructed, established, wholly reconstructed, or moved onto a 
new lot after the effective date of the bicycle parking requirements, or of a subsequent rezon-
ing or other amendment thereto establishing or increasing bicycle parking for such activities, 
except to the extent that existing bicycle parking exceeds such requirements for any existing 
facilities.  The required amount of new bicycle parking shall be based on the cumulative in-
crease in floor area, or other applicable unit of measurement prescribed hereafter, after said 
effective date. 

B. Bicycle Parking Shall be Provided for Remodels.  “Remodel” means any proposed physical 
improvement of an existing structure which requires a building permit but does not include 
New Facilities or Additions to Existing Facilities. 

1. Remodel projects that are over 10,000 s.f. and have an estimated construction cost, 
excluding seismic retrofit costs, greater than $250,000 shall provide the number of 
short-term bicycle parking spaces prescribed in Sections 117.090 to 117.120.  This 
amount shall be adjusted to account for changes in the Building Cost Index for the 
San Francisco Bay Region, as reported in the Engineering News Record. The adjust-
ment shall be made annually, starting in 2009, no sooner than one year from adop-
tion.

2. Remodel projects that are over 50,000 s.f. and have an estimated construction cost , 
excluding seismic retrofit costs, over $1,000,000 shall provide, in addition to short-
term bicycle parking, the number of long-term bicycle parking spaces and shower 
and locker facilities prescribed in Sections 117.090 to 117.130.  This amount shall be 
adjusted to account for changes in the Building Cost Index for the San Francisco Bay 
Region, as reported in the Engineering News Record. The adjustment shall be made 
annually, starting in 2009, no sooner than one year from adoption. 

C. Bicycle Parking Shall be Provided for New Living Units in Existing Facilities.  If any facility, 
or portion thereof, which is in existence on the effective date of the bicycle parking require-
ments, or of a subsequent rezoning or other amendment thereto establishing or increasing bi-
cycle parking requirements for an activity therein, is altered or changed in occupancy so as to 
result in an increase on the number of residential living units therein, bicycle parking as pre-
scribed hereafter shall be provided for the new units.  However, such bicycle parking need be 
provided only in the amount by which the requirement prescribed hereafter for the facility af-
ter said alteration or change exceeds the requirement prescribed hereafter for the facility as it 
existed prior to such alteration or change; and such new bicycle parking need not be provided 
to the extent that existing bicycle parking exceeds the latter requirement. 

17.117.030 More than One Activity on a Lot. 
Whenever a single lot contains different activities with the same bicycle requirement, the overall requirement 
shall be based on the sum of all such activities, and the minimum size prescribed hereafter for which any bi-
cycle parking is required shall be deemed to be exceeded for all such activities if it is exceeded by their sum.  
Whenever a single lot contains activities with different bicycle parking requirements, the overall requirement 
shall be the sum of the requirements for each activity calculated separately; provided, however, that the 
minimum size prescribed hereafter for which any bicycle parking is required shall be deemed to be exceeded 
on said lot for all activities for which the same or a smaller minimum size, expressed in the same unit of 
measurement, is prescribed, if said minimum size is exceeded by the sum of all such activities on the lot. 



Effective July 16, 2008 

17.117.040 Determination by Director of City Planning. 
In the case of activities for which the Director of City Planning is required to prescribe a number of bicycle 
parking spaces or for which this chapter is not clear or does not prescribe a number of spaces, the Director of 
City Planning shall base his or her written determination on the number of employees, residents or customers 
and the nature of operations conducted on the site.  Any such written determination shall be subject to appeal 
pursuant to the administrative appeal procedure in Chapter 17.132. 

Article II 
Standards for Required Bicycle Parking. 

17.117.050 Types of Required Bicycle Parking. 
A. Long-term Bicycle Parking. 

Each long-term bicycle parking space shall consist of a locker or locked enclosure providing 
protection for each bicycle from theft, vandalism and weather.  Long-term bicycle parking is 
meant to accommodate employees, students, residents, commuters, and others expected to 
park more than two hours. 

B. Short-term Bicycle Parking. 
Short-term bicycle parking shall consist of a bicycle rack or racks and is meant to accommo-
date visitors, customers, messengers, and others expected to park not more than two hours. 

17.117.060 Minimum Specification for Required Bicycle Parking. 
A. All bicycle parking facilities shall be dedicated for the exclusive use of bicycle parking. 
B. All required short-term bicycle parking spaces shall permit the locking of the bicycle frame 

and one wheel with a U-type lock, support the bicycle in a stable position without damage to 
wheels, frame, or components, and provide two points of contact with the bicycle’s frame. 

C. All required long-term bicycle parking spaces, with the exception of bicycle lockers, shall 
permit the locking of the bicycle frame and one wheel with a U-type lock and support the bi-
cycle in a stable position without damage to wheels, frame, or components. 

D. Bicycle parking facilities shall be securely anchored so they cannot be easily removed and 
shall be of sufficient strength and design to resist vandalism and theft. 

E. The overall design and spacing of such facilities shall meet the standards of Section 
17.117.070 or as may be modified. 

17.117.070 Location and Design of Required Bicycle Parking. 
Required bicycle parking shall be placed on site(s) as set forth below: 

A. A bicycle parking space shall be at least two and a half (2.5) feet in width by six (6) feet in 
length to allow sufficient space between parked bicycles. 

B. An encroachment permit may be required from the City to install bicycle parking in the pub-
lic right-of-way. 

C. Bicycle parking facilities shall not impede pedestrian or vehicular circulation. 
a. Bicycle parking racks located on sidewalks should maintain a minimum of five 

and one half (5.5) feet of unobstructed pedestrian right-of-way outside the bicy-
cle parking space.  For sidewalks with heavy pedestrian traffic, at least seven (7) 
feet of unobstructed right-of-way is required. 

D.  Bicycle parking facilities are subject to the following standards: 
a. Racks shall be located with at least thirty (30) inches in all directions from any 

vertical obstruction, including but not limited to other racks, walls, and landscap-
ing.  General Food Sales and Large Scale Combined Retail and Grocery Sales 
Activities are encouraged to locate racks with a thirty-six (36) inch clearance in 
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all directions from any vertical obstruction, including but not limited to other 
racks, walls, and landscaping. 

b. A minimum four (4) foot wide aisle of unobstructed space behind all required bi-
cycle parking shall be provided to allow for adequate bicycle maneuvering. 

E. Bicycle parking facilities within auto parking facilities shall be protected from damage by 
cars by a physical barrier such as curbs, wheel stops, poles, bollards, or other similar features 
capable of preventing automobiles from entering the bicycle facility. 

F. Bicycle parking facilities shall be located in highly visible well-lighted areas. In order to 
maximize security, whenever possible short-term bicycle parking facilities shall be located in 
areas highly visible from the street and from the interior of the building they serve (i.e. placed 
adjacent to windows).

G. The location and design of required bicycle parking shall be of a quality, character and color 
that harmonize with adjoining land uses.  Required bicycle parking shall be incorporated 
whenever possible into building design or street furniture.

H. Long-term bicycle parking shall be covered and shall be located on site or within five hun-
dred (500) feet of the main building entrance unless approved by the Director of City Plan-
ning with a written Discretionary Waiver.  The main building entrance excludes garage en-
trances, trash room entrances, and other building entrances that are not publicly accessible. 

I. Discretionary Waiver.  The long-term bicycle parking location requirement of five hundred 
(500) feet may be waived in writing by the Director of City Planning when said activities are 
located within one thousand (1000) feet of a proposed or existing bike station or similar high-
capacity bicycle parking facility.  Any determination on such waiver shall be subject to ap-
peal pursuant to the administrative appeal procedure in Chapter 17.132. 

J. Whenever any required bicycle parking is proposed to be provided on a lot other than the lot 
containing the activity served, the owner or owners of both lots shall prepare and execute to 
the satisfaction of the City Attorney, and file with the Alameda County Recorder, an agree-
ment guaranteeing that such facilities will be maintained and reserved for the activity served, 
for the duration of said activity. 

K. Short-term bicycle parking shall be placed within fifty (50) feet of the main entrance to the 
building or commercial use and should be in a well trafficked location visible from the en-
trance.  When the main entrance fronts the sidewalk, the installer may obtain an encroach-
ment permit from the City to install the bicycle parking in the public right-of-way.  The main 
building entrance excludes garage entrances, trash room entrances, and other building en-
trances that are not publicly accessible. 

Article III 
Minimum Number of Required Bicycle Parking Spaces 

17.117.080 Calculation Rules. 
A. If after calculating the number of required bicycle parking spaces a quotient is obtained con-

taining a fraction of one-half or more, an additional space shall be required; if such fraction is 
less than one-half it may be disregarded. 

B. When the bicycle parking requirement is based on number of employees, the number of 
spaces shall be based on the number of working persons on the lot during the largest shift of 
the peak season.  If the Director of City Planning determines that this number is difficult to 
verify for a specific facility, then the number of required long-term bicycle parking spaces 
shall be a minimum of two spaces or five percent of the amount of required automobile 
spaces for the proposed facility, whichever is greater. 

C. When the bicycle parking requirement is based on number of seats, in the case of pews or 
similar facilities each twenty (20) inches shall be counted as one seat. 
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D. The calculation of short-term bicycle parking may include existing racks that are in the public 
right-of-way and are within 50 feet of the main entrance. 

17.117.090 Required Bicycle Parking – Residential Activities. 
Subject to the calculation rules set forth in Section 17.117.080, the following minimum amounts of bicycle 
parking are required for all Residential Activities and shall be developed and maintained pursuant to the pro-
visions of Article II of this chapter: 

Type of Activity Long-term Bicycle Parking       
Requirement 

Short-term Bicycle Parking      
Requirement 

Permanent and Semi-Transient Residential Activities occupying the specified facilities:
1) One-Family Dwelling. No spaces required. No spaces required. 
2) One-Family Dwelling with Secon-

dary Unit. 
No spaces required. No spaces required. 

3) Two-Family Dwelling. No spaces required. No spaces required. 
4) Multifamily Dwelling. 

a) With private garage for each 
unit. 

No spaces required. 1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

b) Without private garage for 
each unit. 

1 space for each 4 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces.

c) Senior Housing. 1 space for each 10 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

5) Rooming House. 1 space for each 8 residents.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

No spaces required. 

6) Mobile Home. 1 per 20 units. No spaces required. 
7) HBX Live/Work Lofts. 1 space for each 4 dwelling units.  

Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 
1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Residential Care, Service-Enriched Permanent, Transitional Housing, and Emergency Shelter Residential 
Activities occupying the specified facilities: 
8) Residential Care. 
9) Service-Enriched Permanent Hous-

ing. 

1 space for each 20 employees or 1 
space for each 70,000 s.f., whichever 
is greater.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

2 spaces. 

10) Transitional Housing. 1 space for each 8 residents.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

11) Emergency Shelter Residential. 1 space for each 20 employees or 1 
space for each 70,000 s.f., whichever 
is greater.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 5,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

17.117.100 Required Bicycle Parking – Civic Activities.
Subject to the calculation rules set forth in Section 17.117.080, the following minimum 
amounts of bicycle parking are required for the specified Civic Activities and shall be de-
veloped and maintained pursuant to the provisions of Article II of this chapter: 

429 



Civic Activity Long-term Bicycle Parking       
Requirement 

Short-term Bicycle Parking      
Requirement 

1) Essential Service. 
2) Limited Childcare. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by 
the Director of City Planning, pursu-
ant to Section 17.117.040. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by the 
Director of City Planning, pursuant to 
Section 17.117.040. 

3) Community Assembly. 
a) Churches, temples, and syna-

gogues. 
1 space for each 40 fixed seats, or one 
space for each 4,000 s.f. of floor area, 
whichever is greater.  Minimum re-
quirement is 2 spaces.  

1 space for each 40 fixed seats, or one 
space for each 2,000 s.f. of floor area, 
whichever is greater.  Minimum re-
quirement is 2 spaces. 

b) Other. Number of spaces to be prescribed by 
the Director of City Planning, pursu-
ant to Section 17.117.040. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by the 
Director of City Planning, pursuant to 
Section 17.117.040. 

4) Non-Assembly Cultural. 1 space for each 20 employees.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Spaces for 2% of maximum expected 
daily attendance. 

5) Administrative. 1 space for each 20 employees.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

6) Health Care. 
7) Special Health Care. 

1 space for each 20 employees; or one 
space for each 70,000 s.f. of floor 
area, whichever is greater.  Minimum 
requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 40,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

8) Utility and Vehicular. 
a) Communications equipment 

installations and exchanges, 
electrical substations, emer-
gency hospitals operated by a 
public agency, gas substations, 
neighborhood newscarrier dis-
tribution centers.  

No spaces required. No spaces required. 

b) Fire Stations and Police Sta-
tions. 

c) Post offices, excluding major 
mail-processing centers. 

1 space for each 10 employees.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces 

6 spaces. 

d) Publicly operated off-street 
parking lots and garages avail-
able to the general public ei-
ther without charge or on a fee 
basis.

No spaces required. Minimum of 6 spaces or 1 per 20 auto 
spaces (parking lots excepted). 

9) Community Education. 
a) Public, parochial, and private 

day-care centers for fifteen 
(15) or more children. 

1 space for each 10 employees.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

 1 space per each 20 students of planned 
capacity.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

b) Public, parochial, and private 
nursery schools, and kinder-
gartens. 

1 space for each 10 employees.  Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

 1 space per each 20 students of planned 
capacity.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

c) Public parochial and private 
elementary, junior high and   
high schools. 

1 space for each 10 employees plus 1 
space for each 20 students of planned 
capacity.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space per each 20 students of planned 
capacity.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

10) Extensive impact 
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a) Colleges and universities. 1 space for each 10 employees plus 1 
space for each 10 students of planned 
capacity; or 1 space for each 20,000 
s.f. of floor area, whichever is greater. 

1 space for each 10 students of planned 
capacity.

b) Railroad and bus terminals. Spaces for 3.5% of projected maximum 
daily ridership. 

Spaces for 1.5% of projected maximum 
daily ridership. 

c) Other. Number of spaces to be prescribed by 
the Director of City Planning, pursuant 
to Section 17.117.040. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by the 
Director of City Planning, pursuant to Sec-
tion 17.117.040. 

17.117.110 Required Bicycle Parking – Commercial Activities 
Subject to the calculation rules set forth in Section 17.117.080, the following amounts of bicycle parking are 
required for the specified Commercial Activities and shall be developed and maintained pursuant to the provi-
sions of Article II of this chapter: 

Commercial Activity Long-term Bicycle Parking       
Requirement 

Short-term Bicycle Parking      
Requirement 

Retail 
1. General Food Sales. 1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor 

area.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 2,000 s.f. of floor area. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

2. Convenience Market. 
3. Fast-Food Restaurant. 
4. Alcoholic Beverage Sales. 
5. Convenience Sales and Service. 
6. Mechanical or Electronic Games. 
7. General Retail Sales. 
8. Large-scale combined retail and 

grocery sales. 
9. General Personal Service. 
10. Consumer Laundry and Repair Ser-

vice.
11. Check Cashier and Check Cashing. 

1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor 
area.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 5,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

12. Retail Business Supply. 
13. General Wholesale Sales. 
14. Construction Sales and Service. 

1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor 
area.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 20,000 s.f. of floor area. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Office
1. Consultative and Financial Service. 
2. Administrative Commercial. 
3. Business and Communication Ser-

vice.

1 space for each 10,000 s.f. of floor 
area. Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 20,000 s.f. of floor area. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Medical
1. Medical Service. 
2. Animal Care. 

1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 5,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Auto Related 
1. Automotive Sales, Rental, and De-

livery. 
1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor area.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20,000 s.f. of floor area. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

2. Automotive Servicing. 
3. Automotive Repair and Cleaning. 

1 space for each 20 employees. Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

No spaces required. 
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Other Commercial  Long-term Bicycle Parking    
Requirement 

Short-term Bicycle Parking      
Requirement 

1. Group Assembly. Number of spaces to be prescribed by 
the Director of City Planning pursuant 
to Section 17.117.040. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by the 
Director of City Planning pursuant to 
Section 17.117.040. 

2. Research Service. 1 space for each 10,000 s.f. of floor 
area. Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

1 space for each 40,000 s.f. of floor area. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

3. Transient Habitation. 1 space for each 20 rentable rooms. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20 rentable rooms. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

4. Automotive Fee Parking. 1 space for each 20 automobile spaces. 
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

Minimum of 6 spaces or 1 per 20 auto 
spaces (parking lots excepted) 

5. Transport and Warehousing. 1 space for each 40,000 s.f. of floor 
area. Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

No spaces required. 

6. Undertaking Service. 1 space for each 12,000 s.f. of floor 
area.  Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

 2 spaces. 

7. Scrap Operation. 1 space for each 20 employees. Mini-
mum requirement is 2 spaces. 

No spaces required. 

8. HBX Work/Live. 1 space for each 4 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

17.117.120 Required Bicycle Parking – Manufacturing and Other Activities 
Subject to the calculation rules set forth in Section 17.117.080, the following minimum amounts of bicycle 
parking are required for the specified Manufacturing, Agricultural and Extractive Activities and All Other 
Activities and shall be developed and maintained pursuant to the provisions of Article II of this chapter: 

Type of Activity Long-term Bicycle Parking       
Requirement 

Short-term Bicycle Parking      
Requirement 

Manufacturing and Production 
1. Custom Manufacturing. 
2. Light Manufacturing. 
3. General Manufacturing. 
4. Heavy Manufacturing. 
5. Small Scale Transfer and Storage. 

Hazardous Waste Management. 
6. Industrial Transfer/Storage Hazardous 

Waste Management. 
7. Residual Repositories Hazardous 

Waste Management 

1 space for each 15,000 s.f. of floor 
area. Minimum requirement is 2 
spaces.

No spaces required. 

Agricultural and Extractive  
1. Plant Nursery Agricultural. Number of spaces to be prescribed by 

the Director of City Planning pursuant 
to Section 17.117.040. 

Number of spaces to be prescribed by 
the Director of City Planning pursuant 
to Section 17.117.040. 

2. Crop and Animal Raising Agricul-
tural 

3. Mining and Quarrying Extractive. 

No spaces required. No spaces required. 
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Other Manufacturing 
1.    HBX Work/Live. 1 space for each 4 dwelling units.  Mini-

mum requirement is 2 spaces. 
1 space for each 20 dwelling units.  
Minimum requirement is 2 spaces. 

17.117.130 Required Shower and Locker Facilities  
Subject to the calculation rules set forth in Section 17.117.080, the following amounts of shower facilities and 
lockers are required per gender for the specified Activities and shall be developed and maintained pursuant to 
the provisions of Article II of this chapter: 

Type of Activity Shower Requirement  
(per gender) 

Locker Requirement 

Residential. None required. None required. 

Civic. None required. None required. 

Commercial: Less than 150,000 square 
feet of floor area. 

None required.  None required. 

Commercial: 150,000 square feet of 
floor area or greater. 

A minimum of 2 showers per gender  plus 
one shower per gender for each 150,000 
s.f. above 150,000 s.f.  

4 lockers per shower. 

Manufacturing. None required. None required. 

Agricultural and Extractive. None required. None required. 

17.117.140 Additional Considerations for Variance Determination 
A variance may be granted if the applicant can make the variance findings contained in Section 17.148.050.  
In making a variance determination, the following additional considerations should be taken into account: 

1. The variance, if granted, will not be contrary to the policies included in the Bicycle Master 
Plan.

2. Consideration can be afforded to a proposal if incorporation of the bicycle parking would be 
detrimental to other bicycle or pedestrian facilities.  

3. Consideration can be afforded to a proposal with a site access that is in excess of the street 
grade criteria established by the Bicycle Master Plan. 

4. In consideration of what is physically feasible, the proposal meets as many of the bicycle 
parking requirements as possible to provide a form of storing bicycles in a safe, secure and 
accessible manner. 

17.117.150 Automobile Parking Credit 
The total number of required off-street automobile parking spaces may be reduced at the ratio of one automo-
bile space for each six bicycle spaces provided in excess of the requirements in this chapter.  The bicycle 
parking provided for this automobile parking credit shall include both long-term and short-term bicycle park-
ing in proportion to the minimum long-term and short-term requirements for the given project.  The total 
number of required off-street automobile parking spaces cannot be reduced by more than five percent. 
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